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But before the first step can be taken, there must be
clear thought about essentials. The object of all
religious systems is the formation of character. Theo-
cratic systems aim at the construction of character
through the discipline of personal habit. But at bot-
tom it is character and not habit, that they desire to
create. No one will dispute that heir ideals are a still
prouder , fruit of Hinduism than her widespread
refinement. It is true that India is the only country
in the world where a penniless wanderer may sur-
pass a king in social prestige. But still grander is
the fact that the king may be a Janaka, and the
beggar, a Suke Deva.

Let us, then, touch on the comparative study of
the value of habit as a factor in the evolution of
character. "We find in India that society watches a
man all the years of his life, ready to criticise him
for the hour at which he bathes and eats and prays,
the mode of his travel, the fashion in which, per-
haps, he wears his hair. To attempt a serious
innovation on social custom, in such directions &s
marriage or education, seems to horrified public
opinion not merely selfish, but also sacrilegious.
And this kind of criticism becomes more and mdre
powerful over the individual, as the villages empty
themselves into the cities. For the man who might
have had the courage to make his mark in the
smaller community, would think it presumptuous i6